guished from S. nana by having 18-19 pectoral rays and 13 dorsal spines versus 14-15 and 14, in the latter species. In addition, in S. verrucosa there is a distinct lack of dark margins of the pectoral, pelvic and caudal fins that characterize S. nana (see Eschmeyer and Rama Rao 1973, Lieske and Myers 2004) . Furthermore, S. nana never exceeds 135 mm TL while S. verrucosa reaches a maximum length of 400 mm (Poss 1999) . Synanceia verrucosa has a wide Indo-Pacific distribution. It is considered one of the most venomous fish in the sea, with fatalities reported in literature (Halstead 1970 , Eschmeyer and Rama Rao 1973 , Garnier et al. 1995 , Spanier 2000 , Ngo et al. 2009 ). It feeds mainly on small and medium-sized fish and invertebrates (Poss 1999) . Its source habitat is either sand or rubble areas near reefs or rocky outcrops (Fischer et al. 1990) , which can also be found in the shallow Mediterranean coast. Golani (2010) Introduction vector. The most probable source of S. verrucosa introduction into the Mediterranean is its invasion by pelagic larvae (Debelius 1998) . Nevertheless, despite the sluggish movement of adult S. verrucosa (e.g., Grobecker 1983), the possibility of adults swimming along the bottom of the canal should not be ruled out. It is also possible that it reached its new region as an escapee or release from aquaria but to the best of our knowledge this fish is not part of the aquarium trade in Israel. The extremely venomous nature of S. verrucosa mandates that a special attention be given to any further observations and that the public is informed on its presence in the Mediterranean.
Fig. 2. Frontal view of the Mediterranean specimen of
Synanceia verrucosa
